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of Kozlowski it was reconstituted on March 29. No reason was
published for the change in the Premiership, but it became
known afterwards that the gravity of Pilsudski's illness was the
cause; Slawek was theMarshal's closest friend and himself a strong
man. The Slawek Government immediately proceeded with the
flotation of the Investment Loan, and subscriptions to the amount
of 261 million zlotys were received within the next few weeks.
A good deal of this money, which was spent on public works,
provided employment for many workless people, and tended
to relieve the economic situation of the country, still unfortunately
greatly strained.
GREAT INTERNATIONAL CRISIS
March 1935 was a month of high international tension chiefly
because of the revelation of Hitler's huge rearmament programme
for Germany. Consequent on the London Declaration of Feb-
ruary 3 it had been supposed that some move towards disarmament
could be started and an effort was, in fact, made to resuscitate
the Disarmament Conference. None the less, the   conviction
was fairly general that Germany had rearmed to a very consider-
able extent. On March 4, the British Government published a
White Paper which at once aroused tremendous interest all over
Europe, because it indicated that England, having disarmed
"to the edge of risk" without seeing other States disarm, but on
the contrary rearm, had decided to rearm. This big change in
policy was attributed to German rearmament, but for some weeks
before the appearance of the White Paper pourparlers had been
proceeding  between the  British  and   German  Governments
concerning an official visit Simon, the British Foreign Secretary,
was to pay to Berlin. Hitler's immediate reaction to the White
Paper was to put Simon off on the plea of a bad throat—
a diplomatic illness which excited derision in certain quarters.
But on March 16 Hitler, recovered, proclaimed to the world
that Germany would at once restore compulsory conscription
and raise the strength of her Army on a peace footing to 36
Divisions—upwards of half a million men. In a long statement
he charged the former Allies in the War with being really respon-

